


The Planting Hole 
To plant a tree, dig a hole at 

least 12 inches wider than the 
width of the root ball or container 

and 2 to 3 inches shallower than the root 
ball or container. Once planted, the top of the 

root ball should be slightly above the surface of 
the ground. For shrubs, dig a hole twice the size of 

the root ball or container and the same depth. When 
finished, the top of the root ball should be slightly above 

the surface of the ground. 

Placing Your Plant in the Hole 
Container Plants: Ease the pot off without disturbing the root ball. Cut 
any circling roots and place the root ball in the hole. If root bound, 
loosen thoroughly! Plant them right in a wide shallow hole 3/4 as 
deep as the rootball. Mix Peat Moss with existing soil. Backfill soil 
halfway and water thoroughly. Finish planting by packing soil firmly 
around the sides of rootball. Water well. Add 2” to 3” of 
mulch around plant. 
Balled & Burlapped Plants: Place the plant into the 
hole. Do not remove any rope or string until the 
tree is at the proper planting height (2 to 3 inches 
above surface of soil) and it is positioned in the de-
sired direction. Partially backfill the hole, then re-
move all twine or nylon strings. Fold down 
the top half of the basket and the top half 
of burlap. Synthetic burlap material must 
be removed. Do not attempt to remove the 
burlap from under the plant as this could 
damage the root ball. Water periodically 
backfilling to eliminate air pockets.

Enriching Your Soil 
Simplified, Coastal South Carolina has 
three basic types of soil. One is silicate that looks like black dirt in 
which water just stands on top. There is also a wet clay that’s like jello 
which the locals call gumbo. And then being on the coastline there is 
a sandy soil. These different types of soil present a real challenge for 
Southern Gardeners. Therefore gardeners benefit from various types 

of soil improvement procedures. When 
planting (trees and plants) be sure to mix 
in 1/3 organic material (humus, manure, 
compost, peat moss but avoid wood 
chippings and saw dust) along with 2/3 
good soil. If soil is gumbo clay, do not 
use as backfill. In this area, Zone 8, we 
also recommend enriching the soil with 
a good 16-4-8 (standard) slow release 
fertilizer then in six weeks use the fertilizing instructions below.

Water and then fill the rest of the hole with the improved soil. Use 
excess soil to build a ring/saucer 6 to 10 inches from the outside of 
the hole. Water will have the ability to collect in this saucer and move 
slowly down in the root zone of the plant as well as minimize runoff. 
If yard is irrigated you need not form ring/saucer around base of tree.

Fertilizing Measuring Instructions
To promote better root development, use a 16-4-8 Slow release 
fertilizer for new and existing plants every 6 weeks from March 1 to 
September. 16-4-8 Slow release is great for all landscaping!!!
(Excluding roses & bedding plants)

1 Gal. - 1 Teaspoon	 10 Gal. - 4 Tablespoons
3 Gal. - 1 Tablespoon	 15 Gal. - 5 Tablespoons

7 Gal. - 3 Tablespoons	 25 Gal. - 8 Tablespoons

Fertilizing Placement Instructions
Six weeks after initial planting, use the following guide to 
measure the correct distance from the base of the plant to 
place the fertilizer. (If fertilizer is placed too close to the 
base of the plant, it could burn the plant.)

	 1 Gal. - 4 Inches	 10 Gal. - 6 Inches
	 3 Gal. - 5 Inches	 15 Gal. - 9 Inches
	 7 Gal. - 5 Inches	 25 Gal. - 12 Inches

Watering 
Water your newly planted tree or shrub by using a slow, deep-

watering method. For example, turn your hose on to a trickle and let it 
sit next to the base of your tree for 15 minutes every few days for the 
first month that it is planted. The root systems of balled and burlapped 
and or container plants dry out faster than the soil around them so 
it is important to monitor their soil moisture. Water slowly to attain 
deep-water penetration, which encourages widespread root develop-

ment. Plants should receive about 1 inch of water per week during the 
growing season. You should monitor a plant’s water needs for the first 
two growing seasons. 

Mulching 
Add a 2 to 3 inch layer of mulch around the plant. This will prevent 
water loss and keep mowers and trimmers from getting too close to 
the plant. Avoid pushing mulch up against the trunk or stems of the 
plant as this can promote disease or pest injury. 

Staking 
Staking a tree should only be done when necessary, such as when 
roots are not solid in the planting hole or when the tree could be dis-
lodged by high winds. In most instances, we recommend staking trees 
by using a 2” x 8” stake, firming driven down at a 45 degree angle just 
outside rootball and on opposite sides of plant. Secure tree by either 
rope or nylon strapping. We do not recommend using wire to secure 
a tree.

Have any Questions?
Feel free to call or email us with any concerns or questions that you 
may have. We believe that the most important thing we grow is our 
relationship with our customers.

4296 Hwy 905 Conway • (843) 365-1800
3815 Business St. (Hwy.501/Forestbrook Rd. Overpass) 

Myrtle Beach • (843) 236-3733
www.southlandnurseryonline.com


